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Historically, areas within Issaquah 

that are located along streams 
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as farmlands, which are only mini-

mally affected by high water. Early 
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farmlands, washed-out roads and an 
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to the edges of  streams, and bridges 
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and damages increased. Flooding 

now affects large urbanized areas 

of  Issaquah, which until only a few 

decades ago was farmland, impacting 

commercial and residential properties.
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monly occur from October through 

April during periods of  intense 

rainfall or rapid snowmelt. Flood-

ing conditions typically occur when 

rainfall exceeds about 4 inches in 24 

hours and the ground was frozen or 
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occurred in 1986, 1990 (twice), 1996 
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The February 1996 and January 2009 

*''#0$&(%&(0(")$)9($5'0)$#!5!,+",$

*''#0$+"$E00!F2!9G0$&(1(")$9+0)'&D8$

!"#$-(&($.(&D$0+5+/!&6$H9(0($*''#0$

impacted both commercial and resi-
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the millions of  dollars. The same areas 
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feasible (see sidebar at right). The 
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year. Plus, as demonstrated in 1990, 
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in a single winter. Thus, the threat of  
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and citizens should remain prepared.

History of Flooding in Issaquah

Flood Management Efforts

Since much of the City is located 
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many actions that the City has 
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Building in a Floodplain
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What’s a 100-Year Flood?
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Issaquah Floodplains

Floodplain Map Updates
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Don’t Block Floodwaters
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The Issaquah Flood Warning 
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and businesses with information 
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Depending on your location and the 
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hours of  lead time.
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phase information (typically Phase 2 
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The Issaquah Flood Warning System 
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Residents and businesses are encour-

aged to stay informed of  changing 

1'"#+)+'"0$!"#$5!J($%&(%!&!)+'"0$
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more information, including real-time 

data of  the upstream gauge at Ho-
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When these warnings occur, resi-
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Flood Warning System for current, 

local conditions.

Flood Warning System

Issaquah 

Flood Phases 

Phase 1

INSIGNIFICANT
Phase 2 Phase 3

Phase 4

SEVERE

Extent of Flooding
• +"0+,"+?1!")

• *''#$-!)19$%9!0(

• /'1!/+Z(#$*''#+",$

+"$*''#C%&'"($

areas

• a few street clo-

sures due to water 

on roadway

• 1'"0+#(&!4/($*''#-

ing on Issaquah 

I&((J8$H+44())0$

I&((J$!"#$)9($[!0)$

U'&J$'3 $E00!F2!9$

I&((J

• (K)("0+.($*''#+",$

similar to January 

2009 or great-

er throughout 

Issaquah and Tib-

4())0$1&((J$.!//(D0

Issaquah Creek 

level

• upstream gauge 

reads 6.5 feet and 

rising

• 9(!.D$&!+"0$(K%(1)-

ed to continue

• upstream gauge 

reads 7.5 feet and 

rising

• upstream gauge 

reads 8.5 feet re-

gardless of  trend

• upstream gauge 

reads 9 feet regard-

less of  trend

Action by City

• Y24/+1$R'&J0$

Operations and 

Police departments 

"')+?(#

• stand-by monitor-

ing begins

• Y24/+1$R'&J0$

Operations begins 

*''#C?,9)+",$

!1)+.+)+(0

• 32//$*''#C?,9)+",$

effort in effect

• maximum 

*''#C?,9)+",$

effort in effect

• I+)D$%&(%!&(0$3'&$

possible disaster

Action by Resident

• always be prepared 

with household 

*''#$0)&!)(,D

• 5'"+)'&$E00!F2!9G0$

Flood Warning 

System and weath-

er reports

• initiate household 

*''#$0)&!)(,D

• 3&(F2(")/DC*''#(#$

areas can expect 

*''#+",

• 5'"+)'&$E00!F2!9G0$

Flood Warning 

System and weath-

er reports

• (.!12!)($+3 $"(1(0-

sary

• 5'"+)'&$E00!F2!9G0$

Flood Warning 

System and weath-

er reports

• 4/'1J$4!0(5(")$

drains

• (.!12!)($+3 $"(1(0-

sary

• +3 $"')8$5!J($02&($

that you are ready 

to withstand the 

full extent of  the 

*''#$-+)9$!5%/($

supplies
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Flood Insurance FAQs

F/''#$+"02&!"1($+0$&(F2+&(#$+3 $D'2$,()$3(#(&!//DC4!1J(#$

?"!"1+",$)'$42D8$42+/#$'&$+5%&'.($!$0)&21)2&($+"$!$

;AACD(!&$*''#%/!+"6

Lending institutions that are federal regulated or federally 

insured must determine if  the structure is located in a SFHA 

W:%(1+!/$U/''#$7!Z!&#$P&(!$\$)9($;AACD(!&$*''#%/!+"L$!"#$

520)$%&'.+#($-&+))("$"')+1($&(F2+&+",$*''#$+"02&!"1(6$

E"$!##+)+'"$)'$+"02&+",$0)&21)2&(08$*''#$+"02&!"1($+0$!/0'$

!.!+/!4/($3'&$42+/#+",$1'")(")0$3'&$4')9$'-"(&0$!"#$&(")(&06$

H9($3(#(&!/$,'.(&"5(")$0240+#+Z(0$*''#$+"02&!"1($)'$5!J($

it more affordable.

U'&$5'&($+"3'&5!)+'"$'"$U[QP$!"#$*''#$+"02&!"1(8$,'$

)'$*''#05!&)6,'.6

A flood-prone apartment complex on Issaquah Creek during a 

minor November 2001 flood.

How do I get flood insurance?

H'$42D$!$*''#$+"02&!"1($%'/+1D8$1!//$

your insurance agent or contact the 

National Flood Insurance Program 

(NFIP) at 1-888-FLOOD29 to obtain 

the name of  an agent in your area who 

-&+)(0$*''#$+"02&!"1($%'/+1+(06

How do I get a copy of the 

flood insurance map 

for my area?

I2&&(")$*''#%/!+"$5!%0$1!"$4($3'2"#$

'"$)9($I+)DG0$-(40+)($W+00!F2!9-!6,'.V

*''#L$!"#$'"$U[QPG0$-(40+)($W5016

3(5!6,'.L6

Should I buy flood insurance 

if it is not required, such as if I 

own my house free and clear?

We recommend that all property own-

ers, if  located in the mapped 100-year 

*''#%/!+"8$%2&19!0($*''#$+"02&!"1(6$

E)$+0$)9($4(0)$5(!"0$'3 $&(1'.(&D$
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#()(&5+"($-9()9(&$*''#$&+0J0$!&($9+,9$

enough to warrant insurance.

I’ve lived here forever and 

have never been flooded. Why 

do I need flood insurance?

Because of  the infrequent occurrence 

'3 $*''#$(.(")08$*''#%/!+"$5!%0$!&($

based on a number of  factors, to es-

)+5!)($)9($(K)(")$'3 $!$;AACD(!&$*''#6$

H9($3!1)$)9!)$!$*''#$9!0$"')$'112&&(#$

within memory does not mean one 

will not happen in your neighborhood.

What does the City do to make 

flood insurance 

more affordable?

H9($I+)D$%!&)+1+%!)(0$+"$)9($I'552"+-

)D$O!)+",$:D0)(58$-9+19$+0$!$.'/2")!&D$

U[QP$%&',&!5$)9!)$&(#21(0$B!)+'"!/$

Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
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!1)+.+)+(06$H9($12&&(")$I/!00$>$&!)+",$

,+.(0$&(0+#(")0$!"#$420+"(00(0$+"$)9($

I+)D$!$@>$%(&1(")$#+01'2")$'"$)9(+&$

*''#$+"02&!"1($%&(5+2506

Do you have to be located in a 

floodplain to obtain 

flood insurance?

B'8$*''#$+"02&!"1($+0$!.!+/!4/($)'$

any property owner or renter located 

+"$E00!F2!96$Q!"D$!&(!0$+"$E00!F2!9$

'2)0+#($'3 $)9($5!%%(#$*''#%/!+"$!&($

%')(")+!//D$0201(%)+4/($)'$*''#+",8$)'$

.!&D+",$#(,&((06

Flood Insurance

Reform Act of 2012

@"#NIHN*#7&"91/<<#($<</'#+6/#\!9-

9/1+K]$+/1<#Q)&&'#@"<-1$"5/#D/-

3&18#S5+#&3#NIHN*#,6!56#,!))#1/<-)+#

!"#8$"2#56$"9/<#+&#+6/#;$+!&"$)#

Q)&&'#@"<-1$"5/#C1&91$8:

?6!<#!"5)-'/<#(1/8!-8#1$+/#

!"51/$</<#3&1#<&8/#U#.-+#"&+#$))#

U#(&)!526&)'/1<#&0/1#+!8/:#^&#+&#

%&&'<8$1+:9&0#3&1#!"3&18$+!&":

C&)!52#&,"/1<#$1/#/"5&-1$9/'#

+&#+$)=#+&#+6/!1#!"<-1$"5/#$9/"+#+&#

'/+/18!"/#!3#+6/2#,!))#./#$33/5+/'#

.2#+6/</#56$"9/<:
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Flood Preparedness

Before the Flood

H:# F//#!3#2&-#$1/#!"#$#%&&'K(1&"/#

$1/$*#.$</'#&"#(1/0!&-<#/J(/1!-

/"5/#W+$)=#+&#2&-1#"/!96.&1<X#&1#

)&&=#$+#+6/#8$(#&"#($9/#_:#R&1/#

'/+$!)/'#8$((!"9#!"3&18$+!&"#!<#

$0$!)$.)/#31&8#+6/#C-.)!5#]&1=<#

E"9!"//1!"9#T/($1+8/"+:#

N:# ^/+#3$8!)!$1#,!+6#+6/#@<<$A-$6#

Q)&&'#]$1"!"9#F2<+/8*#$<#&-+-

)!"/'#!"#+6!<#%2/1:

_:# E$56#2/$1*#1/0!/,#,6$+#2&-#"//'#

+&#'&#./3&1/*#'-1!"9#$"'#$3+/1#$#

%&&':#?6!<#!"5)-'/<B

• R$=/#<-1/#$))#3$8!)2#8/8./1<#

="&,#+6/#/8/19/"52#(6&"/#

"-8./1<:

• `/$1"#+6/#<$3/<+#1&-+/#31&8#

2&-1#6&8/#&1#.-<!"/<<#+&#<$3/*#

6!96#91&-"':

• F/+#-(#2&-1#&,"#"/!96.&16&&'#

"&+!45$+!&"#"/+,&1=:

• a//(#$#(&1+$.)/#1$'!&*#/8/1-

9/"52#5&&=!"9#/A-!(8/"+*#

%$<6)!96+<*#31/<6#.$++/1!/<*#

"&"K(/1!<6$.)/#3&&'#$"'#'1!"=-

!"9#,$+/1#&"#6$"':

b:# ]&1=#,!+6#"/!96.&1<#$"'#<6$1/#

!"3&18$+!&"#&"#(1/($1/'"/<<#

$"'#(1/0!&-<#/J(/1!/"5/<:#D/-

8/8./1*#+6/#"/J+#%&&'#8$2#./#

91/$+/1#+6$"#$"2+6!"9#2&-#6$0/#

<//"#./3&1/:

O:# ?$=/#$5+!&"<#+&#8!"!8!>/#'$8-

$9/<B

• F+&1/#0$)-$.)/<#$+#$#6!96/1#

/)/0$+!&"#W</5&"'#<+&12#!3#

(&<<!.)/X:

• F+&1/#6&-</6&)'#56/8!5$)<#

$.&0/#%&&'#)/0/)<:

• E"<-1/#+6$+#-"'/191&-"'#<+&1-

$9/#+$"=<#$1/#3-))2#</5-1/:

• @"<+$))#%&&'#'1$!"#()-9<#$"'#

</(+!5#.$5=%&,#0$)0/<#+&#

(1/0/"+#.$5=%&,#&3#,$+/1#!"+&#

2&-1#6&8/:

c:# a//(#'1$!"<#$"'#91$+/<#&"#5$+56#

.$<!"<#31//#&3#)/$0/<#$"'#'/.1!<:

d:# C-156$</#%&&'#!"<-1$"5/#+&#(1&-

+/5+#2&-1#<+1-5+-1/#$"'#(&<</<-

<!&"<#31&8#%&&'#'$8$9/#)&<</<:#

V&8/&,"/1P<#!"<-1$"5/#+2(!5$))2#

'&/<"P+#5&0/1#%&&'#)&<<:

e:# @3#2&-1#6&8/#6$<#$#6!<+&12#&3#

%&&'!"9*#./#(1/($1/'#+&#()$5/#

<$"'.$9<#$1&-"'#2&-1#6&8/#

W<//#F$"'.$9#^-!'/)!"/<X:

f:# 7&"<!'/1#)&"9K+/18#8/$<-1/<#+&#

1/'-5/#%&&'!"9#!8($5+<*#<-56#$<#

%&&'K(1&&4"9#$"'#/)/0$+!"9#2&-1#

6&-</:

During the Flood

H:# a//(#$#.$++/12K(&,/1/'#1$'!&#

+-"/'#!"#+&#$#)&5$)#<+$+!&"*#<-56#

$<#+6/#7!+2P<#HdII#SR:#Q&))&,#$))#

/8/19/"52#!"<+1-5+!&"<:

N:# @3#2&-#$1/#5$-96+#!"#2&-1#.-!)'!"9#

.2#1$(!')2K1!<!"9#,$+/1<*#5$))#fHH#

3&1#6/)(*#+6/"#8&0/#+&#$#6!96/1#

%&&1:#?$=/#,$18*#,/$+6/1(1&&3#

5)&+6!"9*#$#%$<6)!96+*#$"'#$#1$'!&#

,!+6#2&-:

_:# T&#"&+#,$)=*#,$'/*#&1#'1!0/#!"#

%&&'/'#$1/$<:#?6!<#!<#+6/#8&<+#

5&88&"#5$-</#&3#'/$+6#!"#%&&'<:

b:# @3#2&-#/0$5-$+/#.2#5$1*#'&#"&+#

'1!0/#,6/1/#+6/1/#!<#,$+/1#&0/1#

+6/#1&$':#@3#2&-1#5$1#<+$))<#!"#$#

%&&'/'#$1/$*#$.$"'&"#!+#$<#<&&"#

$<#(&<<!.)/#$"'#,$)=#+&#<$3/+2#

31&8#+6/#'!1/5+!&"#2&-#5$8/:

O:# \)&5=#.$</8/"+#'1$!"<#+&#(1/-

0/"+#</,$9/#$"'#%&&'#,$+/1<#

31&8#/"+/1!"9#2&-1#6&8/:

c:# ]6/"#%&&'!"9#!<#!88!"/"+*#$"'#

&")2#!3#+!8/#$"'#<$3/+2#(/18!+<*#

5)&</#+6/#8$!"#9$<#0$)0/:#

d:# T&#"&+#+&-56#$"2#/)/5+1!5$)#

/A-!(8/"+#-")/<<#!+#!<#!"#$#'12#

$1/$:

After the Flood

H:# \/3&1/#1/K/"+/1!"9#2&-1#6&8/*#

56/5=#3&1#<+1-5+-1$)#'$8$9/#

+6$+#5&-)'#5$-</#.-!)'!"9#5&)-

)$(</:#\/#5$-+!&-<#&3#(&+/"+!$)#

9$<#)/$=<*#/)/5+1!5$)#<6&1+<#$"'#

)!0/#,!1/<:

N:# T&5-8/"+#2&-1#)&<</<*#.&+6#!"#

,1!+!"9#$"'#,!+6#(6&+&91$(6<:

_:# @3#2&-#6$0/#%&&'#!"<-1$"5/*#

5&"+$5+#2&-1#$9/"+#3&1#%&&'#)&<<#

5)$!8<:

b:# Q&))&,#(1&5/'-1/<#3&1#<$3/#

5)/$"-(#&3#6&-</6&)'#!+/8<*#

3&&'*#,$+/1#<-(()2#$"'#(1&(-

/1+2:#Q&1#8&1/#!"3&18$+!&"*#9&#

+&#,,,:=!"95&-"+2:9&0[6/$)+6-

</10!5/<[6/$)+6[(1/($1/'"/<<[

'!<$<+/1:

O:# 7&"+$5+#+6/#T/0/)&(8/"+#F/1-

0!5/<#T/($1+8/"+#$+#bNOKe_dK

_HII#1/9$1'!"9#$"2#A-/<+!&"<#

&"#1/($!1<#+6$+#"&18$))2#1/A-!1/#

$#.-!)'!"9#(/18!+*#<-56#$<#

3&-"'$+!&"#1/($!1<*#'12,$))#$"'#

!"<-)$+!&"#1/()$5/8/"+:

Stay Connected

T-1!"9#%&&'<*#M&!"#-<#&"#<&5!$)#

8/'!$#3&1#+6/#)$+/<+#-('$+/<#$.&-+#

%&&'#5&"'!+!&"<#$"'#1/<&-15/<*#$<#

,/))#$<#+6/#7!+2P<#1/<(&"</#/33&1+<:#

g!<!+#!<<$A-$6,$:9&0[<&5!$)#+&#

5&""/5+:

S+#&+6/1#+!8/<*#M&!"#+6/#5&"0/1<$-

+!&"#+&#)/$1"#$.&-+#,6$+#+6/#7!+2#

&3#@<<$A-$6#'&/<#/$56#'$2*#$"'#

6&,#2&-#5$"#./5&8/#($1+#&3#+6/#

'!<5-<<!&":
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Flood Preparedness

Being prepared is essential if  you 

/+.($+"$!$*''#$9!Z!&#$!&(!6$Q!J($

sure you plan ahead on what to do 

#2&+",$!$*''#$!"#$9!.($%&'.+0+'"0$

0)'1J(#$+"$1!0($!11(00$+0$4/'1J(#6

Sandbag Guidelines

?6/#7!+2#'/)!0/1<#<$"'#$"'#.$9<#

-(&"#1/A-/<+#'-1!"9#"&18$)#,&1=-

!"9#6&-1<#31&8#G5+&./1#+61&-96#

S(1!):#?6!<#</10!5/#!<#$)<&#$0$!)$.)/#

'-1!"9#(6$</<#N*#_#$"'#b#&3#$#%&&'#

/0/"+:#7!+!>/"<#$1/#/"5&-1$9/'#+&#

1/A-/<+#$"'#()$5/#<$"'.$9<#(1!&1#

+&#%&&'!"9:#7$))#bNOKe_dK_bdI#+&#

1/A-/<+#<$"'#$"'#.$9<:

Instructions

H:# C)$5/#<$"'.$9<#5)&</#W_#+&#O#

3//+X#+&#2&-1#<+1-5+-1/<:#TG#

;G?#()$5/#$)&"9#(1&(/1+2#)!"/<#

&1#$)&"9#<+1/$8#.$"=<:

N:# Q!))#.$9<#+,&K+6!1'<#+&#+61//K

3&-1+6<#3-))#$"'#!"+/1)&5=#,6/"#

<+$5=!"9:

_:# C)$"#$6/$'#3&1#.$9#()$5/8/"+:#

T&#"&+#51/$+/#$#(1&.)/8#3&1#

2&-1#"/!96.&1<:

b:# T&#"&+#()$5/#.$9<#&1#'!0/1+#,$-

+/1#&"+&#$#1&$',$2#&1#1/1&-+/#$#

<+1/$8:

O:# F$"'.$9#()$5/8/"+#)&5$+!&"<#

$1/#<-.M/5+#+&#7!+2#$((1&0$):

c:# F$"'#$"'#.$9#'/)!0/1!/<#,!))#

./#8$'/#$<#)&"9#$<#$55/<<#+&#

2&-1#(1&(/1+2#!<#<$3/:

d:# F$"'.$9<#$1/#(1&0!'/'#3&1#+6/#

(1&+/5+!&"#&3#2&-1#<+1-5+-1/<#

&")2:#T&#"&+#$++/8(+#+&#'!0/1+#

,$+/1<#31&8#2&-1#(1&(/1+2:

e:# T&#"&+#'-8(#<$"'#!"+&#+6/#

51//=#&1#&"#!+<#.$"=<U<+&1/#3&1#

3-+-1/#-</:

f:# ?6/#7!+2#'&/<#"&+#5&))/5+#-</'#

<$"'.$9<#&1#<$"'#&"#(1!0$+/#

(1&(/1+2:

HI:# Q$!)-1/#+&#5&8()2#,!+6#+6/</#

9-!'/)!"/<#8$2#1/<-)+#!"#+/18!-

"$+!&"#&3#<$"'#$"'#.$9#</10!5/#

+&#2&-1#(1&(/1+2:

Emergency 911

Public Works Operations

For assistance with drainage and flood 

problems, and to request sand and 

sandbags, call from 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m. on 

weekdays or anytime during Phase 2 or 

higher. When calling, be prepared to give 

your name, address and delivery location. 

Please remain calm and patient.

425-837-3470

Flood Phase Info

1700 AM Radio

ICTV Channel 21

issaquahwa.gov/flood

Twitter: @cityofissaquah

Public Health - Seattle & King County

For cleanup procedures following events: 

206-296-4600

For household hazards information: 

206-296-4692

Contact Information

family meeting place food and drinking water

evacuation routes first aid kit

emergency housing medicines

pets/livestock blankets and warm clothing

flood insurance raingear and waterproof tarp

emergency info portable radio and batteries

phone numbers near phone candles and flashlight

sand and bags shovels

Preparedness Checklist

Procedures Supplies

A flood-prone home on Issaquah Creek during a minor November 2001 flood.
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Flood Preparedness

If  you have any questions re-
garding flooding, call the Public 

Works Engineering Department at 
425-837-3400. 

The department can provide infor-
mation on floodplain management, 
development standards, floodplain 
maps and other topics. 

Staff  are available to make site visits 
to review flood and insurance, drain-
age and sewer problems, as well as 
provide information on retrofitting 
techniques. 

The City replaced the bridge at Northwest Sammamish Road to address flooding issues.

Additional Flood Resources

Many agencies have websites with 
flood-related information:

City of Issaquah 
Flooding Information:
issaquahwa.gov/flood

City of Issaquah 
Emergency Preparedness:
issaquahwa.gov/em

Real-time stream gauge information:
kingcounty.gov/environment/wat-
erandland/flooding/warning-system

Take Winter By Storm:
takewinterbystorm.org

King County 
Emergency Preparedness:
kingcounty.gov/prepare

King County Environmental Services:
kingcounty.gov/environment

King County Health:
kingcounty.gov/healthservices

FEMA Disaster Preparedness 
and Assistance:
fema.gov

FEMA 
National Flood Insurance Program:
floodsmart.gov

National Weather Service:
wrh.noaa.gov/sew

U.S. Geological Survey 
Flood Hazards:
wa.water.usgs.gov/water_issues/
flood.htm

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers:
nws.usace.army.mil

City Floodplain
Information Services

City staff can assist residents and 
property owners with floodplain 
information, including:

• Whether your property is locat-
ed in a special flood hazard 
area (100-year floodplain or 
floodway).

• The Flood Insurance Rate 
Map (FIRM) zone and Base 
Flood (100-year) Elevation for 
your property.

• Whether an elevation cer-
tificate is available for your 
existing structure.

Localized Flooding

To prevent any localized flooding, 
residents can help out by keeping 
the storm drains near their homes 
clear of debris and leaves.

For larger stormwater issues, 
call the Public Works Operations 
Department at 425-837-3470. 
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